THE LATTER DAY SAINTS’ 
MILLEN NIAL STA R. 


Lord, whom ye Mall to his 


u 3: 2 1. 
6, Vol. LX. ‘Thursday, February 10, 1898, one 


nE BOOK OF MORMON CONFIRMED. 
[Concluded from page 75. 
Tae Book of Mormon states that at the time of the Savior’s ne a 
great and terrible destruction took place upon the continent of America. 


It also contains a record of the Savior’s appearance and une that 
comtinent after His resurrection. (See III Nephi). | 


DESTRUCTION AT TIME OF THE nber ian, 
e the destruction that oocurred at the time of the orucfixion, 
the record says: 


-4And it came to in the th fourth , in the first mon 


nown in all the land; 


in 
never had been 
“And there was also a great and terrible vempest; and there-wasiterri- 


ble thunder, insomuch, that it did shake the who earth as if it was about 
to divide asunder ; 


“And there were ch had ben 
—ę—„— as never 


fire; 
ih eee , Moroni did sink into the depths of the son, and the 
thereof were drowned; 


inhabitants ; 
upon the city of M. thatin the 
pon ¢ ty 0 


mountain; 
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And many great and notable cities were sunk, and many were burned, 
and many — shook till the buildings thereof had fallen to the earth, 
and the inhabitants thereof were slain, and the places were left desolate; 

“And there were some cities which remained; but the damage thereof 
was exceeding great, and there were wany in them who were slain; 
“And there were some who were carried away in the whirlwind ; and 
3 they went, no man knoweth, save they know that they were car- 
“And . the face of the whole earth became deformed, because of the 
tem 25 the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the qua e 


“And Whold the rocks were rent in twain; they were broken 

the face of the whole earth, insomuch, that they were found in broken 

AT Nor and in seams, and in cracks, upon all the face of the land.“ 
Nephi 8: 5, 18). : 


Ur. Willian Niven, well-known American mineralogist of New York 
gives the following account of discoveries he made in the mountains of 
the state of Guerrero, Mexico. His exploring trip was taken in the yéat 
“About noon we camped. at a spring in a deep canyon, The guide 

mised to show us the first sign of ah at a place por Yerba Buena. 

o soon saw the first evidences of pre-historic structures, which, however 
were little more than foundations. But the surprise at the top of the hill 
removed all doubts of the Indian’s veracity, for there before us was what 
was once evidently a great temple, occupying a space of 200 x 300 feet. 
In the centre was an altar of solid masonry ten feet square and in a prod 
state of preservation. At each corner the foundations and Sim of the 


walls of circular towers, six feet thick, were plainly visible. Climbing | 
the top of ound it covered with e 1 


eighteen inches. Then we mounted our horses and traveled till 
nearly ten miles, among the ruins of what was one time a great city. 

houses, substantially built of stone and lime, had been from fifty to eight 
feet square. The ruins were found only on the ridges of the mountains, 
while on the sides near the summit were visible many foundations. After 
descending from the summit 400 or 500 feet there were no signs of ruins 


he ruins.which I was fortunate enough to discover in Guerrero are 
very. extensive much more 80 than I at first supposed. At a rather 
rough estimate I should say that territory of over 900 — miles was 
literally covered, foot by foot, with sections of ruins. Every ridge and 
hilltop: bore be remains of ancient temples, some of them mammoth in 
proportions. In most instances these pre-historic structures, owing) to 
dhe wind and rain of centuries, were little more than foundations, benes 
which I invariably found some unique and curious ‘objects. 3 
of them stand from three to eight det high and are substantially t 
e ruins have the appearance of belonging to one vast city, a 
subsequent investigations — out my first impressions on the matter. 
‘During the time I was occupied. n visited the ruins: of 
twenty-two temples, with altars in the centre of all of them from five to 
twenty feet high and from ten to fifteen feet square of 


. 
in gi his opinion about the destruction of the 


ho were these people and . they to disappear I cannot , 
My impression is that once upon 4 time the country was one vast plain. 
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, by a titanic vulsion natu and with it 
1 its people and their civilization. the: 
Brust up again, as we see it now, a barre desolate Waste. As. the 
nearest, water supply is several miles distant, and that re bas 
it evident that. some. 2 in 


mountain ridges can be understood from what is recorded in the Book of 
Mormon. The city of Moronihah is mentioned as one which was destroyed 
by being covered with earth and a mountain being raised in place of it. 
It ig is quite. probable that this pre-historic city situated in the interior of 
o met à similar fate to that of Moronihah, and was thrown up into 
its present: position by some mighty upheaval of the earth’s erust, for itis 
not at all likely that the city was originally built upon a mountain. Mr. 

v ven impression that the country was once @ vast plain fs consistent 
with what. may be inferred from the account givenin.the Book of Mormon ; 
and his belief that the remarkable transformation of the country: was 
caused by some great convalsion of nature is also in harmony with the 

statements made in the sacred bobk, and goes to confirm the truth of it. 

Another testimony to the destruction that took place, evidences of 
which still remain, is given in the following, extract from the San Fran- 
Herald: 
R the Gila and San Juan 12 full habitations 
ape most of which are on the ¢ tablo-land. h he had fre- 
6 met with masses of masonry and rless specimens 

the 


ry, such as have been noticed: in the n 
‘Gila, it real last across that he ever saw a 
standing. O he had penetrated — 
Yolorado. into the wil —. had encam 
R. pee with the Blaues looming up to the. = when 1 
| the at a little 3 n object. that induced him ro examine fur- 
ti As he approach ed, he und ta. Kind of 
‘the. ruins of a city. more than a mile in lengtb. It was located on 
gentle declivity that: towards Red Bivens, and the the 
ly ularly at right angles with each 
other. The. houses had N but all had been reduced to 
ER. It was not an ordinary. con conflagration, but —— been 


were all burnt some ot almost: cindered, oth a 
seit melted. This was visible in overy Re 
ol fire seemed to bev Talon before 
poe —— must have fa before it. In the centre of * we 
| ont tion the walls of whas ned nce esa 


were ped: These 
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lier to fit the concavity. 7.15 we > ha 
s heat. No metals of any ki were found. Strewn all round migh 
— ‘humerous: of crockery, — beautifully carv 
This, however, was not peculiar — this — he 
in every parts of the sonniay, from uan to che 
alker continued his journey, and noticed several 
“ his route next day; ut he could not stop to exam 
En this side of ‘has never seen any remains 
— the Se mages Indians have no ‘traditions relative to 
encient once thickly ‘settled in this region. They look 
Hank remains, bat know nothing of their origin. 
ho, we may is a intelligent and close observer, far 
70 the ‘with a 


sup * the — 
‘memory, is of that 2 thie’ now 0 


charming country, sustaining millions of and tha’ ite "preset 
3 desolatien bas by the action and 


an ich “appeared in the — Francisco Bulletin just ten 
N #90, Dr D. L. Yates says: 


It was said that California possesses some of the oldest 8 . 
‘Oh thie'vontinent. The first authenticated record of the original occupants 
‘wus found on the Table Mountain region in Tuolumne County, and is of 
un age prior to the great volcanic outburst. Fossil remains of the rhin- 
Table and an extinct horse are found under the lava layers 

ble Mountains, which are 1,400 feet thick, 1,700 feet wide and ! 
ndreds of feet oe highs, where the river beds have been washed out 
— been covered again to the depth of from three thousand to 25 
thousand feet more since the flow of the lava. This lava rests on a bed 
detritus, which is often entered by ranning tunnels: The 2 relics 
nud stone implements found in these formations give evidence of human 
habitants ng from any known since. There have been found _— 
heads, u pipe of polished ‘stone, two scoops of stealetic ‘rock (resembling 
the grocer’s 8 implement of —— resembliug an unbent bow, 
but the use of w is unknown cannot be conjectured, a stone 
needle, with notches at the larger end, and the finest charmstones — 
Have ever been found. 


“There have been brought to light the fossils of nine mastodons, 
various ‘pach: derms in the Table 


— uman industry in Tolare, — in Trinity 


The Philadelphia fow years published the following 
iG 


A strange discovery thas been latel: made a eurv part 4. 
Kansas’ H Paso. end Mexico Railros by — ng Party New 
‘Mexico, not very far from Las Cruces. re, amid a tremendous’ ava 
1 veritable sea ‘of obsidian or black glass, a hidden city has been 
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sea with a 
—— mean 
have literally burned some parts of thie dogion into powdered dust. 
At the northern 5 —— the unknown city lies 
d, the ruins of: . stone buildings peer forth i into 

are simp! 


un 
0. 


d fire up. No voleano is kno 
nah The spot is forty miles from water, and out of the line of 


Several months ago a pre-historic burying ground was discovered 
the Choctaw Indian country, when the Kansas City, Pittsburg and 
Railway was built through it. The workmen, in grading brought to light 
tons of human bones and a great number of implements of warfare. = 
An American archsologist, Professor Walters, has made a scientific — 
investigation of this burying ground. He found it to cover thirty, acrea, 
and estimates that it contained 75,000 skeletons of men slain in battle. 
They were buried in sand, and according to the statements of Professor 
Walters, as given recently in the Neu York Sun, there were two distinct 
strata of earth formations above the sand. This led the professor to the 
conclusion that if the strata were formed there after the ancient warriors 
were buried, they have lain there for twenty thousand years. Bat as it is 
out of reason ta believe such is the case, the only conclusion that can be 
aceepted is that some convulsions of nature have caused. them tq bp 

Many discoveries 12 50 bees made-that give evidence of great eruptions 
a America. The San Francisco Herald stated some years ago that Mr. 
Batterfield, in running a tunnel in Table Mountain, near Sonora, 
fornia, found a trunk of o large pine tree, one hundred and ten fee frog 
the surface of the ground. 
Morse's Universal Geography states that in Oinoinnati the stump of a 
tree was found ninety-nine feet below the surface of the ground, and 
another stump containing marks of an ax and iron rust. was found ninetg- 
four feet deep in the earth. Ancient implements have been found as 
various depths in the earth, and in widely separated parts of the countr 
which all go to confirm the account given in the Book of Mormon 
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Wells, D. D. in n the Sunday Magasine, says: 


Savior, devine, has a nopremea place reed -0 
tho Red - man. The thou — Indians also felt the pressure of the on 
faots and needs of life. groped in the darkness, and 1 forth 
—— they yearned for a teacher, 
and helper; somehow or other, they believed: that he had. come, or 
would yet come to them. They had dim, confused. suggestions and. crayin 
that could find their realisation only in Christ. Their traditions are g 

in and legends which cluster round Hiawatha, the messenger ar 
representative o God. Th ey regard Hiawatha as the relative of the 
Spirit and they call him uncle, that is, kinsman. Schooleratt has: ¢ 
lected the Hiawatha legend in a very interesting book: ry 
_ “Hiawatha was a sort of Red Indian Messias. Though a beavenly. 1. 

he was born a child on earth, and his birth was wondrous. 2 — into 
che world Jong: ago and instituted the Grand Medicine. He ad su 
human powers, aud used them all to bless men. In sending. bit bim, ‘the 
Qreator smiled upon His helpless children. All the evil adm 


+ 


against him but he conquered them and gained stren 
struggle. He used to spend in and prayer, and went 
about continually Se e taught the Indians picture writing 


and the art of heali e gave them the Indian corn, and showed how 
to rear and use it. 5 * * them the pipe of peace, and persuaded 
15 to bury the bloody h t and war club. He prophesied that, after 
6 had left them, they ould take to quarrel xs gaint ‘fighting, and that 
they would be: driven from their hanting-groa far westward, like 
dloud-rack of a tempest, like the withered leaves of autumn. 1 
them of the isles of the blest and the land of the hereafter. 8 75 
believe that he conducté souls to the other world; and they eared 


come again to the earth.“ 


. Prescott, in his “Conquest of Mexico,” page 465, ‘epesks of the ston 
ment of the. Catholic priests who accompanied the expedition of Corte: 
and found Christian rites practiced by the Indians 


could: not su press their wonder, as 
shail emblem of herr own faith, raised. as.an object of worship in the 
temples of 8 The def; met with it in various places; and an image 

@ cross may be seen at this day, sculptured in bas-relief on the pte ne 
‘one of the buildings of Palenque, while a figure bearing some resem — 
to that of a child is held up to it, as if in adoration. Their s N 

they religious, rite which reminded * 
Chris communion, On these occasions, an image 
deity of the. Aztecs was made of flour of maize ‘nixed with b nd 
consecration by the re. distributed among the peopl wh 
us they ate it, ‘showed signs of humiliation and sorrow, declaring it was 
the flesh of the Deity.’ How could the Roman Catholic. fail to. recogniz 
ceremony of the eucharist! With. the same feeling: 
tnessed another ceremony, that of the Aztec baptism. . . . . 
| Se éwish and Christian schemes were 
the brains of the good ‘fathers were still farther ered by the mixture — 
of heathenish' 22 80 intertwined with 


orthedqx ob: heir perplexity: they locked on the 


ont ne devil, w the. al of 


Las Casas, bishop of relates in his which 
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the convent of St. Dom 1 throu e 
he respectable ecclesiastic, raph age; din 


thus he wrote to 12 bad met principal lord, who — 
ed him that they believed in God, who resided in heaven, even the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The repr was named Yeona, the 
Son Bahab, who was born of a. virgin, na Chibirias, and that of the 
Holy Spirit was called Euach. Bahab, ns Bon, they my was put to death 
3 who scourged Him, and put on His head K crown of thorns, 
pt placed Him with His arms stretched upon a beam of wood, and that 
on the third day He came to life, and ascended into heaven, where He is 
with the Father ; that immediately after the Euach came in His a oan with 
‘precious merchandiee, filling ‘those who would 
gifts and graces,. -abundant and divine.“ Antiguities of Meatco. 
“The virgin is represented by the Indian paintings, of whom — 2 
223 should be born, and that His own people would reject and * 
tate e e e him, and would put him to death; accordingly he is 
in the his ant foot tied to the 


“Rosales in the „History of Chit ” says, eng er thi 
southern of situated at the distance of 8 

events, accounted wledge of some doctrines of — y 
saying, that in former times they had heard their fathers Bay — 
come to that country, wearing a long beard, wi "shoes 22 a 
such as the Mexicans carry on their Shoulders, rmed 
1 cured: the sick with water, caused it to rain that their erops 
t grow, kindled fire at a breath, healing the apie ond giving 


| the blind, and that he spoke with as much proprie . 
their country, as if he had in| ad 
them in words very sweet and new to them, telling them that the 


Gower of the universe resided: in the highest place of ren, ae that 
many men and women resplendent as the sun dwelt with Him. 


| Herrera, a Spanish historian of the sixteenth century, in his history of 
-Ameri¢a, volume 4; page 172, says, “Baptism was known i in propre the 
— 


the foregoing chapters the above 
has been presented to corroborate some of the principal statements 
‘made, in the Book of Mormon; at the same time many less. important 
0 atementa made in that sacred record have been verified , by this same 
testimony of profane writers. The proof adduced in at of the authen- 
Scity ot the Book of Mormon by the discoveries and observations of modern 
a explorers is made the more forcible by the fact that they who have fur- 


88 


eee it were not believers in the divinity of the bock. Many, if not all 
ot. them, published to the world the results of their researches, and their 

“eonclusions respecting them, without knowing anything about the con- 
tents of the book, and therefore they had no predilection for it. It might 
he truthfally added chat among all the discoveries made that fornish any 

. information. respecting the ancient Americans nothing has been found to 

— disprove arty sserti tained in that most ren 
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report of the European Mission for the year 1897. With reports of recent 
years it will compare very favorably i in every respect. 1 ister 

The. number of missionaries in the field at the end of last year wan % 
more than the number reported the year previous. There is an increase 
of 908 in the total membership reported for the past year, The increase 
in the number of baptisms is 241. The baptisms in each separate division 
ol the Mission show the following as compared with the previous year: 
Great Britain, increase of 156 ;- Scandinavia, increase of 6; Switzerland 
Netherlands, decrease of 23; Turk 


868 008; the increase in the number of strangers’ houses visited by invite- 
tion is 23,291; the increase in Gospel conversations is 54,567. The number 


in · doors is 5,017; 
Open-air gs are only held in the British Mission. The total number 
“held last year is nearly four times as many as were held the year fe 

and no doubt during any previous year in the history of the mission; and 
the beneficial effect of the open-air preaching has been quite apparent. 
It has awakenedl renewed interest in the Gospel. an 
heard to say that they thought Mormonism had died out in this 
‘bat the vigorous out-door work carried on the past year convinced them 
It has also aroused opponents to proclaim e Saints 


Eier the missionaries an experience in ap 
the public that they would never acquire in any other vay, ond'W tse 
“made them more ‘efficient in their labors. Several of the missionarie 
teres 
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Missions. 
by the Swiss and German Mission, this division bas been deemed. advis- 
able. A. separation of the accounte of each division ‘of the Mission was 
effected on January 1, 1898, and. new sets of books were opened on that 
date. The paper published at. Berne, Switzerland, Der Stern, will be con- 
tinned as usual, and the headquarters of both missions. will be at 20 
Archivstrasse, Kirchenfeld, Berne, Switzerland, until new quarters ape 


secured for the German Mission. | 
Eder Peter Loutensock who has been presiding in Swi and 
| Germany, has. been appointed to preside over the German Mission; and 


CALIFORNIA GOLDEN JUBILEE, 
sary, of. the. discovery of. gold in that state. A number of Utah citizens 
were invited by the jubilee commission to participate in the celebration 


* le engaged oti the 


Mn. of Bourbon, ndiana, recently took for 
evening text “His Satanic Majesty.” Mr. Akin i is an eloquent speaker, 
‘and he gave a vivid portrayal of hissubject, His ee 
‘befo und the text of the evening sermon, determined on ha ng. what, be 
thought would be some innocent fun, not realizing what serious results 
his agtions would have, He proonred a costume in which he dressed him- 
self to impersonate the devil, having a switching tail and a large hend. 
At the climax of his father’s description he auddenly appeared in the aisle 
.of the church, blowing swoke, from his nostrils and shouting. I am the 
devil, and I want all of you!’ The congregation. became panic-stricken, 
and in their baste to got out they upset the stove and set fire to the:bnild- 


preachers, who are ever seeking for some novel method of, startling: their 

congregations, and A 

14. the, congregation was addressed: by Dr. J. M. 
rel the Catholie Oharch. He followed by Elder Chacken,W. 
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_ [February 6th, another cable message was received at this office stating: 


‘well here. On January 23rd I was invited to give a lecture on the 


thas the spivitoal gifts and 


the Savior were enjoyed by the latter-day’ Saints, In his remarks be 
called upon those who in their experience with the Church had-witnessed 
wiraeulous manifestations of the power of God to ‘signify the fact by 


raising their right hand. A great number of hands were raised in the 


‘vast asssembly, showing that most of those present were. _— en 

EI A. SAxxr, In., 
ampton, on February 8, 1898, as follows:' We are getting along fairly 


of the American Indians. The gentleman who had charge of thé chapel 
was so well pleased with the lecture that he invited. Elder Panter and 
myself to hold sevetal Gospel meetings during the weck and on the next 
Sunday evening. We embraced this opportunity and advertised our 
| and the attendance was very good. The next week the proprie- 
tor of the hall and his wife held a series of Gospel meetings and gave me 
an invitation to speak, while my companion, Elder Swainston, presided. 
We ‘were treated very cordially, and were given an invitation to speak 
‘every Sunday evening in the same place. This opening is very accept- 
we: for worship on Sabbath 
recently hung in California into che 
Church just previous to his execution; but no Catholic ‘cemetery would 
receive his ‘corpse'for burial. Such inconsistency is the effect of ‘bigots 
‘and superstition that are inexcudsble in äny divilized® dountry. The 
practice among some professed Christians of baptizing or administering 
any holy sacrament to condemned murderers shows a stupidity and ignor- 
ance that is most revolting. But if people are willing to recommend the 


‘spirit of a murderer to the society of the just in the great beyond, Ww why 


should they object to his harmless corpse being buried with Hose of 
friends? 4 


Some of young men in Zion 


101K 


—— in the interest of the Young Men's Mutual Improvement 


“Associations: ‘Their duties were to labor among the young men of Utah 
‘and surrounding states and territories and awaken 2 greater interest in 
‘the iniprovement eause. So far the results of these labérs are highly 
‘gratifying: In one stake alone about seven hundred young men have 
-been induced to join the improvement organizations in their midst; and 


to the interest taken in the 


544% 


On February 4th a cablegram was at the of the 


Nottingham ‘Conference “conveying: the sad intelligence: that little 


daughter of Elder William Green, — 
conference, died on January 28th; in Salt Lake City, The nent 
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wo. trust the Lord will in severe 


W services were held over the remains of Sister Mabel N. al, 
daughter of President W. 1 Noall of the Cheltenham Conference, in Salt 
Lake City, February 2, 1898, and on the following day, February 3rd, menio- 
rial services were held at 18 Regent St., Cheltenbam. Appropriate and 
instructive remarks were made by Elders Thos. England and J. H. Faul. 


TRE millers ot Utah: have found a market for thei flour tn China. On 
January 17th, a shipment of 50000 pounds was sent pay Logan, Utah, to 
Heng Kong, China, as a sample lot. If it gives a a ee 
quantity will be exported from: Utah every month, 


awa 


‘Tur total amount paid out in dividends by mining companies in Oben 
during the N 1897 is given as $1,998,000. 2 


Rares AND Edward ©, Rich tiie been releaned: 
from the Cheltentiam Conference and appointed to labor in the Notting- 
| hain Conference.- 

In compliance with President Woodrnii, Barnard J. Stewart, 
Traveling Elder in the London Conference, has been — released: to 
return home, and he left Liverpool on February 9, 1898. 

‘Wm; Green, Traveling Elder in the Notti ngham Conference, final vine 
honbrably released to return home February 10, 1898, on ‘account af * 
in his family. 

The following gamed Elders have ‘been’ to return 
home March 10, 1808: George m, President of the London Confer- 
ence; William- -Crane, President of. the Welsh Conference; Thomas Bailey, 
President of the Nottingham Conference; G. W. McCune, President of the 
Norwich-Conference; John H. Taylor, George Humphreys, John A. Hunt, 
Jr. ‘Chas, W. Hatch, Traveling “Elders in the Nottingham Conference; 
1 B. Kempton, Wm. M. Purrington, Thomas England, Traveling 
Elders.in. the Cheltenham. Conference; D. D. E. Jones, George Shearn, 
Joh P. Wright, Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference; George C. 
Wood, William Campbell, Traveling Elders in the Scottish Oonferenee; 5 
Francis C. Sells, Traveling Elder in the London Confer R. 
Brough, Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conférence; Walter E. 
Maddison, Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference; John H. Moss, 
Traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference ; Joseph d. Seen. 
Traveling Elder in the Leeds Conference. 

Elder T. H. Cartwright has deen appointed to preside over the Notting. 
ham Conference. 

| Eider William E Clark ‘has been appointed vo preside over the London } 
Conferétice. 
Elder John H. Porter has been appointed to preside ‘over the Norwich 
Conference. 
R. boon appointed to over ‘the Welah 
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Tun Yew ot x: Dwieht H. Olmetend's “Proton: 
tant Faith or Salvation by Belief.” It is a ‘philosophical treatise, very 
readable, dealing with a much discussed question of the true relation 
between faith and salvation. The author maintains in the first place that 
the hope of salvation is no proper incentive to duty; in fact, virtue is no 
virtue if it does not disregard expediency. In the second:place, he argues 
that all belief is involuntary, and that, consequently; no ho one oan be held 
respomsible for his unbelief or expect reward for his particular belief. 
are of ‘interest ‘because of their bearing ig yur 


to. the first of „ess propositions it is sufficient to e des she 
highest ideal, no doubt, is that which sees in virtue itself the motive for. 
devotion to it. Do right, because it is right, is sufficient for all ‘morally 
perfect beings, but the fact is that religion appeals to beings ‘naturally 
inclined to “love darkness more than light.” Its purpose, therefore, ‘is 
not merely to point out what is right, but to prove why and to supply 
the regenerating force that enables man todo right. With this in view 
it explains the consequencés of wrong-doing and well-doing, appeals to 
men to turn from sin, in order to escape “the wrath to come” and points 
ob how to obtain the power to perform righteousness. ‘Religion deals — 
with human beings on the lines followed by all practical instruction of 
rational persons. By explaining the results of transgression and ite 
opposite it furnishes the reason for the existence of the laws to be 
observed, giving the strongest possible force to ite appeal for unselfish 
virtue. In fact the world has never produced any instances of self-saéri- 
nee and God-like devotion to duty for its own sake, ‘surpassing those of 
bolievers in Christ Jesus. There is not the slightest: ground for the 
intimation that true religion fosters ‘a morality which must break down 
‘ender the power of temptation. On the coutrary, it makes a man “sound 
bin tro ein ‘arid not merely 
from its consequences. 

The second proposition that faith or belief. 
durries with it no responsibility is at varianee both with the Soriptures 
and philosophy. It is readily admitted that we are responsible only for 
that which is voluntary, but the unbelief that condemns is not # result.of 
tack‘ of: evidence, or inability to judge about the evidence presented, but 
ot ‘aw refusal to give attention to such abundant evidence. This ia the 
‘eondenmation, that the light has been given, but people prefer darkness 
to light, on account of their love for that which is evil. It is an estab- 
lished fact that both faith and affection are influenced by examining 
truth and by communion with the objects that deserve und claim our 
adwiration and love. If we neglect this, and as a consequence remain 
in “unbelief, this unbelief is justly counted against us. The Scriptures 
represent that the humble, attention to the testimony of the 


prayerful 
— «gift of the Holy Spirit; that -a-clearer 


E 
4 
** 
; 
* 
* 
é 
* 
4 
** 
2 
7 
2 
* 
sa 
— ** 
* 
yey 
a 
* 
~*~ 
72 


94 LATTRR-DAY. SAINTS’. AL ran. 


truth follows and: that the ultimate result is holy affection for things 
divine, and that these gifts are withheld only when voluntarily rejected, 
in consequence of a preference for error. To say, then, that faith is in- 
voluntary is only partly correct, and therefore not correct at all. It is 
moment man is in a potition: to 
reject.it. .. 

lems doubt on. this anbien, par were the sme. 
of faith, as set. forth in sacred writ, better understood. Many authors see 
no more in it than a credence or assent to a doctrine, antecedent to an 
effort on the part of the believer to do right as near as he can. But it is 
vastly more than this. It is first of all a personal reliance on the Deity; 
the acceptance by the awakened soul of the Elder Brother, as the Mediator, 
the Surety of the new covenant. It is a bond of union between man and 
the Captain of his salvation, and its results are-holy motives. that have a 
bearing on all our acts and habits. Understood in this light; the question 
of responsibility for faith must be discussed on other grounds then those 
eos. 
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BY PRAYER ‘AND “FASTING, 


gf 


joined: together by God, but in this enlightened age man has put them 
asunder, and whilst ve hear a good deal about the former in religions 
circles, it is not often that the ern is even en — less. om 
ticed, i in pulpit or pe 
individual opinion, but one thing is 6ertein—that- the followers of Christ 
are unable at the present time to do many of the works which He said 
His diseiples should do. Numerous devils possess and afflict: human 
hearts; and the inarticulate cry of the church concerbing them, is 1, 
cannot we.cdst It is just possible that many forms of evil—like 
the one which gave occasion for the great utterance of the Master~-arp 
by prayer-and fastingg gg 
A abay be urgedl that fasting has been over-done in some monsstio and 
ascetic. communities, and has therefore justly and not without cause, fallen 
into disreputa. But this is no reason why it should be neglected altogether. 
fhe valuable aid which art and music can render to the cause of: religion 
ns, to: a great extent, banished: from protestant: places of worship when 
the reformation took place, but it is evident that the carrying of the 


spirit of retorm to such an extreme, as to “boycott” almost entirely these 

generally realised. 1 * 

common-sense, is an exercise which is extremely ‘beneficial, both to s 

and «Nine duotara ont ef ten will admit that the majority ot the 
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ably the most valuable prescription ever given by a physician was that of 
Dr: Abernethy, when he wrote Live on sixpence à day; and earn it.“ 
It is, however, the spiritual benefits of fasting which specially need to 
be better understood, for the great American preacher who said, “Many a 
man might answer his own prayers by eating less butcher's meat, ‘revealed 
a fertile cause of ‘earthly-mindedness, ill temper, and unholy passion— 
these evils often being the result, not only of the excess of butcher’s meat, 
but of other forms of erroneous diet. We would, therefore, invite all who 
desire to climb to heights of spiritual and intellectual attainment to make 


a regular practice of fasting for, say one day a week, or fortnight, or 
interval depending upon the consti tation and ‘personal: phy- 


agent of the world, the prophets, ‘ie ‘magicians, and the great re- 
0 as well as the centenarians who have adorned the pages of his- 
«tory, og as a rule, been men who were known for their abstemiousness 
and their practice of fasting, and there can be little doubt that we shall, 
lerive, benefit, in many ways if we follow in this. respect their example, 
whilet endeavoring to tread in their footsteps. Let us then strive to lay. 
aside every. weight-—-not. excepting superfluity of nutritious. aliment. and. 
excessive adipose tissue for thus may we remove hindrances to the opera- 
tion of divine influence within us, and 
constantly beset us. ¹⁰ 
We may beoome masters of self and he 
tual: capacities which lie dormant within us. We may demonstrate 
s are not only ‘created after the likeness of the Divine, but are 
pal lr d truly “sons of God” whose chief business i in life is to do 
Sat Fathers a will, and to further His benevolent. purposes toward the 
| World in which we live. We may live the divine life and do the works 
of Him who revealed to us the wondrous: Possibilities which lie: . 
. children of the living God. 

This is a prospect which wish cause. * 
n acts of self-discipline as occasional fasting, as being very 
trifling indeed, when considered in relation to the great end in vibw. Let 
us then press for ward with holy courage to the great prize which: ae 
elk win if we Covet it with a supreme desire: Herald of the Golden Age. 
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from, sleep of centuries Suffering nobly for the right. 
hav in 
: 
grown weary 4 
the prospect dreary. Fuller light upon their faces, 4 
On their lipa— O Lord how long? ?: they may gain. 


